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Speakers 

 

Dr. Brian Lee Crowley – Past President and Senior Fellow of the Atlantic Institute for 
Market Studies and author of Canadian bestseller Fearful Symmetry: the fall and rise of 
Canada’s founding values. 
 

 

Joseph C Ben-Ami is President and CEO, Canadian Centre for Policy Studies. Ben-Ami’s 
resume includes serving as Executive Director of the Institute for Canadian Values, Director 
of Government Relations and Diplomatic Affairs for B'nai Brith, and serving as a policy 
aide to Stephen Harper. 

.  

 

Dr. John Robson is a columnist with the Ottawa Citizen, a broadcaster with News Talk 
Radio 580 CFRA in Ottawa, an Invited Professor at the University of Ottawa and a policy 
analyst with Breakout Educational Network. 

 

 

Karen Selick is Litigation Director for the Canadian Constitution Foundation. She was 
called to the bar in Ontario in 1978 and spent 7 years as a corporate lawyer, then 24 years in 
private practice before moving to the non-profit sector in 2009. 

 

 

Peter Stockland is Executive Director, Centre for Cultural Renewal. Formerly, Stockland 
was a Vice President of Readers’ Digest Magazines Canada Ltd., editor-in-chief of The 
Gazette in Montreal, editorial page editor of the Calgary Herald and has worked as a 
journalist throughout Canada during his 30-year career in the media. 

 

 

Gerry Nicholls is former VP National Citizens Coalition (NCC) and Editor of Libertas 
Post. As a senior executive with the NCC, Canada’s largest organization for the defense of 
economic and political freedoms, he was the chief creative force behind the organization’s 
communication campaigns. 

 

 

Barbara Kay is a National Post columnist. Kay taught English Literature and Composition 
at Concordia University and in the Quebec CEGEP system. She is the founding editor and is 
currently the editor-in-chief of First Fruits, and was a frequent contributor to and sat on the 
board of Cite Libre. 

 



 

Bjorn Larsen is Co-founder of the International Free Press Society and President of the 
International Free Press Society - Canada. A successful international businessman, Larsen 
immigrated to Canada from Norway in 1975. 

 

 

Richard Bastien is an Associate Fellow with the Canadian Centre for Policy Studies. He 
studied public finance at the University of Montreal and at Harvard University. He spent 
most of his career working as an economist in the Canadian Ministry of Finance, 
specializing in international finance 

 

Brad Trost is the Member of Parliament for Saskatoon-Humboldt in east central 
Saskatchewan. Prior to his election, Brad worked as an exploration Geophysicist, having 
graduated from the University of Saskatchewan with Bachelor degrees in Geophysics and 
Economics. 

. 

 

Robert Martin is Professor Emeritus, University Of Western Ontario Law School. One of 
Canada's foremost constitutional experts and a prolific writer, Professor Martin is the author 
of several books, including The Most Dangerous Branch: How the Supreme Court of 
Canada has Undermined Our Law and Our Democracy, Critical Perspectives on the 
Constitution, and Speaking Freely: Expression and the Law in the Commonwealth. His 
articles and columns have appeared in several newspapers, including: London Free Press, 
Lawyers Weekly, Law Times, Globe and Mail, Toronto Star, National Post, Policy Options, 
Manchester Guardian Weekly, Canadian Bar Review and  Irish Times.Professor matin is 
former candidate for the Federal NDP. 

 


